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From: Jane Murray
To: Derek Allen
Cc: Councilmember Gene Meadows; Larry Essman; Desai, Sudhir; Prichard, Gary; Maraldo, Dean
Subject: By-pass reports
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2015 2:03:25 PM


Mr. Allen:


Pursuant to the Open Records Act, please provide me a copy of the July 14, 2015 By-
pass report kept by the sewage treatment plant. Since it is usually only one page, I'd
 appreciate it being faxed to me at: 740-353-2123 or emailed.


Thank you.


Jane
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:dallen@portsmouthoh.org

mailto:councilmembermeadows@gmail.com

mailto:lessman@roadrunner.com

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/






From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary
Cc: Desai, Sudhir
Subject: City"s MOM
Date: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 1:46:26 PM


Gary:


I requested a copy of the city of Portsmouth's Management, Operations, and
 Maintenance plan from the state of Ohio EPA. I've been informed that U.S. EPA has
 it. Could you please have someone locate it for me and send me a PDF copy as
 soon as possible?


Thank you.


Jane


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/






From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Vantil, Barbara; Hyde, Tinka
Cc: Hedman, Susan; Maraldo, Dean; Desai, Sudhir; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Kevin E. Johnson; Kevin W.W.


 Johnson; Rich Saddler; Larry Essman; Robert Forrey; Ruth Marasek; Brenda Mccane; Vicci Felts; Sue Zoellner;
 Donna Voorheis; Janice Shanks


Subject: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 9:01:01 AM


We wish to inform you of the massive storm flooding in our neighborhood just after
 5:00 p.m. EDT yesterday. I've spoken with numerous people who've had 6+ inches,
 3-5 inches, or 1-3 inches of combined sewer backup into their basements. Additional
 storm water damage has also occurred. Many report that the problems are worse
 than before.


City workers, police, the City Manager & City Solicitor canvassed the neighborhood
 getting names and addresses of those damaged. No one came to my door though.
 My brother was here (I was at work) and reported that I had 1-2" of CSO in my
 basement and he saw water shooting 3 feet high out of the storm drain across the
 street from my house. The city and others have similar photos of water shooting out
 down Grandview Avenue.


I have some names and a few pictures and will be gathering more. I will send reports
 to you.


Mr. Essman and I await response to our email from last week and will, no doubt, have
 additional questions from this "event", such as why was the telemetry equipment
 moved.


You can see a few pictures on my blog:


http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/2015/07/the-big-fixit-aint.html


Thank you.


M. Jane Murray and Larry C. Essman


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov
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mailto:hyde.tinka@epa.gov
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mailto:kevine1954@hotmail.com
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mailto:viccifelts@gmail.com

mailto:shadowz05@aol.com
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mailto:janiceshanks@yahoo.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman
Cc: Robert Forrey; Ruth Marasek; Councilmember Gene Meadows
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request dated Sept. 28 response
Date: Monday, September 28, 2015 4:48:39 PM
Attachments: door to door list.pdf


Gary and Sudhir:


Please see attached per my request.


Thank you.


Jane


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org>
To: "mjanemurray@yahoo.com" <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 5:10 PM
Subject: Public Records Request dated Sept. 28 response


Dear Ms. Murray:


Mr. Allen forwarded your September 28, 2015 public records request to me for
 response.


Attached please find the two page list of home inspections conducted by city
 employees on July 14, 2015 and the notes related to each inspection.


John R. Haas
City of Portsmouth
Office of the City Solicitor
728 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
(740) 353-5229
(740) 353-0136 fax


Confidentiality Note: This message is intended for use only by the individual or
 entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged,
 confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of
 this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent
 responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
 hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
 communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov
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-~ CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
INVENTORY OF HOME INSPECTIONS 



EXHIBIT 38 
CONDUCTED ON JULY 14, 2015 



INSP. ADDRESS STATUS COMMENTS CONTACT SATISFIED 



DA 1902 25th Yes 



DA 1922 25th Wet-sewage smell Hamilton 



DA 1924 25th Dry Felts 



1 1926 25th Yes 



DA 2501 Shawnee Yes-sewage smell Spradlin 



2 2502 Shawnee 3-4" Curt Brock, Linda Brock 740-876-8277 



DA 2505 Shawnee No answer 



2 2506 Shawnee No damage 



1 2510 Shawnee No basement 



DA 2582 Shawnee Black grit Huffman 



DA 2604 Shawnee No answer 



1 2612 Shawnee No answer 



1 2614 Shawnee No 



2 No damage (stream) Melissa Adkins 740-352-7836 



DA 2615 Shawnee Yes Henning 



DA 2617 Shawnee Verylittle-rain Lauden 



2 2620 Shawnee Damaged basement Melissa Barry 740-981-7199 



DA 2623 Shawnee Yes sewage 



/' ... 1 2624 Shawnee No basement 



1 2626 Shawnee No answer 



DA 2629 Shawnee Very little-Laminate Van Deusan 



2 2630 Shawnee No answer 



2 2634 Shawnee Sewage back-up Dave Huffman-Janet 740-355-0620 



DA 2635 Shawnee Very little Day 



1 2638 Shawnee No 



DA 2639 Shawnee Yes rainwater Crystal Shepherd 



2 Standing sewage water 



RD Received ph msg from daughter, 7 /15 (Tammy Ca id, 740-941-0000) 



Returned call 4:55. Told her I would stop by house. 



Took pies offloor drains. Carriied rugs (3) to back deck to dry. 



Very slow flood drain was still retaining water. I said she needs to call plumber. 



1 2642 Shawnee Yes 



1 2645 Shawnee Very yes 



1 2646 Shawnee No 



1 2650 Shawnee No answer 



1 2651 Shawnee No answer 



2 2653 Shawnee No answer 



2 2654 Shawnee No answer 



RD Follow-up call (7 /16, 2 pm) 2"' water-insurance cleanup-fans-dehumidifier 



Basement drain Mary Pellegrimon-daughter 740-353-6276 



Helen Zoellner-owner 



RD 2302 Grandview No answer 



RD 2306 Grandview 5-6' circle around floor drain in basement 



/~\, 
RD 2309 Grandview 5-6" in basement Marasek 



RD 2325 Grandview No problem Seisson YES 



RD 2320 Grandview Lots 



RD 2329 Grandview No answer 



RD 2330 Grandview Little bit, clear, typical, no problem 
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ADDRESS 
2331 Grandview 



2334 Grandview 



2336 Grandview 



2399 Grandview 



2400 Grandview 



2403 Grandview 



2407 Grandview 



No answer 



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 



INVENTORY OF HOME INSPECTIONS 
CONDUCTED ON JULY 14, 2015 



STATUS COMMENTS 



Sump pump failed, using wet vac, clear water 



Always a little water from small weephole-no more than normal 



No answer 



Clear-cleaned up-OK 



No basement 



Could open basement door 



Returned 7 /16 with pliers. Water in basement. 



2410 Grandview No answer 



2411 Grandview Back-up through floor drain 



2417 Grandview None 



2420 Grandview No answer 



2421 Grandview None 



2429 Grandview No answer 



2511 Grandview No 



2604 Grandview No basement-no flooding 



2610 Grandview No answer 



2615 Grandview No answer 



2619 Grandview No answer 



2620 Grandview No answer 



2625 Grandview Yes -rain water only 



2632 Grandview No answer 



2635 Grandview Yes -rain water only 



Very little 



2636 Grandview No answer 



2650 Grandview No water-crawl space 



2654 Grandview No answer 



2655 Grandview No answer 



2658 Grandview No answer 



2702 Grandview No answer 



2705 Grandview Dry 



2706 Grandview Dry 



2708 Grandview Little wet around drian 



2711 Grandview No answer 



2716 Grandview Dry 



2717 Grandview Dry 



2718 Grandview Dry 



2723 Grandview Dry 



2726 Grandview No answer 



2727 Grandview Dry 



2730 Grandview Dry 



2734 Grandview No basement-backroom wet 



2737 Grandview 



2738 Grandview Doesn't know 



2741 Grandview Empty 



Sump pump discharge to Grandview 



McQuniley 



Essman 



Bob Eggar 



Barb Coakley 



Sinkhole at clean-out 



Hanley-Pool flooded 



EXHIBIT 38 



CONTACT SATISFIED 



YES 



YES 



YES 



YES 












 in error, please notify me immediately at the above telephone number. Thank
 you.








From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:50:32 PM
Attachments: IMG_0225.MOV


ATT00001.txt


No. 6


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:05 PM
Subject: FW: Public Records Request


Email No. 6


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:37 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org











Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:49:37 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt


No. 5


 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:04 PM
Subject: FW: Public Records Request


Email No. 5


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:37 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org




















Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:48:51 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt
ATT00003.txt
ATT00004.txt
ATT00005.txt


Email 4


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:04 PM
Subject: FW: Public Records Request


Email No. 4


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:36 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org





















































Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:47:20 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt
ATT00003.txt
ATT00004.txt
ATT00005.txt


Email 3


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:03 PM
Subject: FW: Public Records Request


Email No. 3


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:36 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org





















































Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:46:36 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt
ATT00003.txt
ATT00004.txt


Email 2


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:03 PM
Subject: FW: Public Records Request


Email No. 2


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:35 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org










































Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw: Public Records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:52:03 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt
ATT00003.txt
ATT00004.txt
ATT00005.txt


No. 7


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:06 PM
Subject: FW: Public Records Request


Email No. 7


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:38 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org





















































Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw: Public records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:54:09 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt
ATT00003.txt
ATT00004.txt
ATT00005.txt


No. 9


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:08 PM
Subject: FW: Public records Request


Email No. 9


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:38 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org





















































Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:53:38 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt
ATT00003.txt
ATT00004.txt
ATT00005.txt


No. 8


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:07 PM
Subject: FW: 


Email No. 8


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:38 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org





















































Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:54:31 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt


ATT00002.txt
ATT00003.txt


No. 10


 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:19 PM
Subject: FW: 


Email ....I lost track


-----Original Message-----
From: Derek Allen 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 11:39 AM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
Subject: 



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/

mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org































Sent from my iPhone







From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Cc: ahehl1920@gmail.com
Subject: July 14 photos from victim on Shawnee Road
Date: Monday, September 28, 2015 2:35:51 PM


Gary & Sudhir:


I have more photos from Cindy that I planned on forwarding to you later. She sent
 these four in response to those I sent you from the city. I thought I'd forward them to
 you.


They are extremely disgusting. The city took no responsibility. She had to get a
 dumpster and had it out in front of her house for weeks cleaning up the mess. Things
 were ruined and the city's insurance company says the city is not responsible and
 that it was act of God.


Jane


 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: "ahehl1920@gmail.com" <ahehl1920@gmail.com>
To: "mjanemurray@yahoo.com" <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 3:05 PM
Subject: July 14 


Not sure i sent you theze pics cindy


Sent from my iPhone



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

mailto:ahehl1920@gmail.com

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/










From: Jane Murray
To: Hedman, Susan; Kaplan, Robert; Hyde, Tinka; Kuefler, Patrick
Cc: Sudhir Desai; Prichard, Gary; Larry Essman; Robert Forrey; Ruth Marasek; Brenda Mccane; Alan Barlow; Travis


 Smith; Janice Shanks; Vicci Felts; Donna Voorheis; Sue Zoellner; Debra Atkinson; Teresa Kelly; Cindy Burke;
 Tom Lowe; Jennifer Witte; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov; ken.mettler@epa.ohio.gov;
 marco.deshaies@epa.ohio.gov; laura.factor@epa.ohio.gov


Subject: Letter from residents affected by July 14 2015 CSO basement backups
Date: Monday, October 19, 2015 2:11:44 PM
Attachments: Letter to Regional Administrator Hedman et al from Area Residents Regarding Repeated Sewage Backups.pdf


Portsmouth Ohio July 14 2015 Storm Aftermath and Basement Backups October 2015.pdf
July 7 2015 email to B VanTil and Dean Maraldo re Underground Retention Basin and other questions from
 Portsmouth neighbors.pdf
Derek Allen July 15 email to Jane Murray.pdf
city door to door list July 14 2015.pdf


Please see attached letter and documents.


For further information, you may wish to peruse my blog at:


http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/


Thank you.


Jane Murray


M. Jane Murray
WeGotTroubleRightHereInRiverCity
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Some of the Residents & Homeowners of Portsmouth, OH Affected by Repeated CSO Backups Into Our Basements 



 
 
October 19, 2015  
 
Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
 
Robert A. Kaplan 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
 
Tinka Hyde 
Director, Water Division 
 
Patrick Kuefler 
Chief, Enforcement Section 
 
City Councilmembers, City of Portsmouth 
 
Dear Administrator Hedman, Deputy Regional Administrator Kaplan, Director Hyde, Mr. Kuefler, and City of 
Portsmouth Officials: 
  
As you may know by now, we have once again had widespread CSOs, potentially SSOs since the construction 
involved separating sewers, and backup in our homes. We have gathered some information and photos and 
have thus far confirmed combined sewer/storm water back up in 23 houses on 5 streets. City records confirm 
another 8.  Thirty-one and we know there are more. A brief history, questions, and requests follow. 
 



1. The backups began in 1997 after build-out at the hospital; other development has occurred since and 
the city did not require any or adequate storm water run-off controls. Ohio EPA records speak to this. 



2. Large, widespread backups in 2008 led U.S. EPA to request changes to the city‟s LTCP prepared by 
Stilson & Associates. Rick Duncan hired Strand & Associates to prepare the revised plan for more than 
$125,000 but it was not „approvable‟ according to the Agency. 



3. Mayor Jane Murray was compelled by the Agency in 2010 under Sec. 308 of the Clean Water Act to 
submit an approvable plan (see attached letter to Mayor Murray from Director Hyde). The key reasons 
are very clear: 
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4. Mayor Murray hired Environmental Engineering Services and they worked with the city and the Agency, 



held a public meeting and submitted a plan in October 2010. Their work cost $25,000.  
5. US EPA approved the submitted plan in April 2011. 
6. Phase 1 of this plan was designed to address the basement backups in the Grandview neighborhood. 



Its cost was $1.4 Million and would have been in place in 2013. 
7. The total plan was phased so that the city would be in compliance and the final phase which cost $34 



Million would not have to be built. 
8. After Mayor Murray‟s recall, the new administration hired back Richard Duncan, the wastewater director 



that Mayor Murray fired. He and the city hired back Strand & Associates and an environmental attorney 
and asked the Agency to set aside the approved plan. 



9. A new manager of Portsmouth‟s case was brought on board by the Agency, Ms. Barbara VanTil. She 
and Mr. Sudhir Desai met with former Mayor Murray in early December 2011. Ms. Murray expressed 
her displeasure with the delays and asked why the plan was set aside.  



10. Ms. VanTil stated that the city and Strand wanted to look at what was being done in Cincinnati and 
perhaps adopt some of their strategies. At Ms. Murray‟s insistence, Ms. VanTil promised us that she 
would move quickly and it didn‟t matter that the holidays were upcoming.  



11. More than a year later, however, the city submitted a revised plan and the Agency incorporated it in an 
AOC to which the public was asked to respond. 



12. A public hearing on the Agency‟s AOC was held in February 2013. Numerous questions were asked 
but in our opinion not satisfactorily answered. One important question was asked by Dr. Robert Forrey 
and we bring it to your attention. The following is from his blog: 
http://rivervices.blogspot.com/2013/02/oh-epa-death-by-chocolate-death-by.html 



 
The question I asked the panel on stage was how come there was no mention during the Information 
hour of the important statement in the agreement that charged the Respondent (the city)  with 
repeated violations of the Sciotoville and Portsmouth  permits governing the city’s handling of  sewage 
water and storm water, and the violation by the city of  the  requirements of Section 301 of the Clean 
Water Act, the federal law governing polluted water throughout the United States. What follows is 
a  photocopy of the section of the agreement I am alluding to: 



 



From the draft agreement between OH EPA and city of Portsmouth 



 



It was Duncan who answered my question why the charges against the city (and him principally) had not been 



mentioned. He said the part of the draft agreement I referred to was “boilerplate” language and didn’t really 



mean much. His answer like his Power Point presentation was an effort to deceive and obfuscate. The 



Respondent referred in F of page 4 of the draft agreement is not just anybody or any city; it applies 



specifically to Portsmouth, which a number of times, during storms, had discharged raw sewage into the Ohio 



River. I asked the panel if they agreed with Duncan that it was boilerplate language and didn’t really mean 
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much. The EPA representative, Barbara VanTil,  sitting immediately to Duncan’s left on the panel nodded her 



head in agreement with him and murmured “Yes.” 



13. Does the Agency agree with Ms. VanTil‟s response? We found and find it incredulous. Does the 
Agency not take enforcement seriously? Does the Agency allow its representatives to make such 
“misrepresentations” with impunity? Does the Agency agree with a phased approach over many years 
to eliminate SSOs and CSO backups into our homes? 



14. The Agency approved the city‟s requested changes in a revised AOC 09/27/2013. 
15. The city hired Strand to do Phase 1 which was to address the basement backups in the Grandview 



area. The city spent more than $4 Million in design and construction fees, built the project in 2014 and 
2015 and YET we and our neighborhood had a massive sewage backup July 14, 2015. See Grandview 
Area Sewage Backups July 14 2015 (attached) 



16. We have made repeated inquiries since the Agency‟s approval of the city‟s revised plans in 2013 as to 
the veracity of the engineering calculations and other plan requirements. And, we have repeatedly 
asked the city for public meetings. The latest request to the Agency was dated July 7, 2015 (see 
attached). We have had NO responses from the Agency nor the city. 



17. The city submitted the “Lawson Run Sewer Separation Feasibility Report” May 2015, three months later 
than initially required by the 2013 AOC. We are still reviewing the Strand/City Sewer Separation Report 
but initially are very concerned about the costing procedures and their veracity and are quite concerned 
about statements such as those found at: 4.04 SEWER SEPARATION FEASIBILITY REPORT PART III 
CONCLUSIONS - It has been found that separation of LRTS is technically feasible by traditional construction 
methods. A present value construction cost was developed; however, it is not recommended the City move 
forward with LRTS separation without first comparing this approach, its cost, and CSO reduction to existing 
alternatives. 



18. Essentially, this is the same approach that Strand and the City took in 2009 – millions of dollars more 
for MORE STUDIES! All the while, complaining there is NO money. 



19. To reiterate for emphasis - Strand submitted updates to the city‟s Long Term Control Plan to the 
Agency in 2009 (at the cost of $125,000+ to the tax payers), no public meeting was held though Strand 
and the city said there would be, and the Agency said the plan not “approvable”; ergo, the January 
2010 Information Request Under Section 308 of the Clean Water Act letter signed by Director Hyde to 
Mayor Murray.  



20. Strand‟s updates were based on the city‟s Long Term Control Plan prepared by Stilson & Associates 
that had been previously submitted to the Agency at a cost to the taxpayers of more than $610,000. 



21. During Mayor Murray‟s tenure, the Long Term Plan updates required by the 308 letter were completed 
by Environmental Engineering Services, a public meeting held, and the final report submitted in 
October 2010. As previously stated this was approved by the agency in formal action in April 2011.  



22. The city (its taxpayers) have paid Strand & Associates nearly $1 Million in fees in the past year and a 
half, and have once again given the Agency a plan that is not approvable, just like we taxpayers have 
paid for the $4 Million + project Strand recommended to solve the basement backup problem that July 
14, 2015 proved was NOT solved at all. 



23. While the Agency has no control over what the city council approves, the Agency does have the 
technical ability and the legal responsibility (Sec. 309) to enforce the AOC and laws under the Clean 
Water Act and the requirements under the city‟s NPDES permit. We respectfully request that you do 
just that NOW. We have NO faith in the city of Portsmouth. 



24. The Agency was making progress we feel toward correcting the problems until Ms. VanTil took over the 
Portsmouth case. We have no confidence in her or her involvement to protect us. It appears she is 
merely allowing the city and Strand do whatever they want without regard to effect. 



25. We, the undersigned, representing but a few of our neighbors in Portsmouth ask that you immediately 
remove Barbara VanTil from the Portsmouth case and any further involvement including any 
supervisory role. 



26. We also request that you require the city to immediately (yesterday is preferable) reinstall the telemetry 
equipment it moved, installed and then took out and operate under the operational change per Mr. 
Bramscher‟s October 2008 letter. The city manager now states that a different system will be installed 
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“sometime in 2016”. His records also reflect that the city did not maintain the telemetry equipment. 
Copies of this have been forwarded to Mr. Desai and Mr. Prichard. 



27. We have requested through our Council member, Mr. Meadows, that a public meeting organized and 
moderated by the residents be held soon so that we can present information and ask questions and get 
definitive answers. We believe the public has been misled as to the projects and the costs and we 
believe even the city council is not aware of the complicated history and costs. We respectfully request 
that the Agency send appropriate personnel and specifically invite the new Chief of Enforcement Mr 
Kuefler and Mr. Desai to attend this public meeting, as well as any other Agency personnel you deem 
appropriate. We would like to schedule it as soon as possible. 



28. We respectfully request that owing to his incompetence and repeated lack of regard for us, our homes, 
property and health, that the City Council by resolution require the city manager to fire Rick Duncan. It 
is to everyone‟s benefit that he be replaced with an honest, honorable and eminently qualified civil 
engineer. 



29. We request that City Council immediately cancel any contract work with Strand & Associates. 
30. Would any of you buy our houses? 



 
On behalf of ourselves and our neighbors, please advise us of your decisions with respect to the above 
questions and requests.  
 
Sincerely,  
 



Ruth and Bob Marasek 
2309 Grandview Avenue 
 
Donna Voorheis  
2407 Grandview Avenue 
 
Brenda McCane  
2505 Shawnee Road 
 
Larry Essman 
2417 Grandview Avenue 
 
Amy Sand 
2730 Shawnee Road 
 
Cynthia Hehl-Burke 
2718 Shawnee Road & 2501 Shawnee Rd. 



 
 
Debra Atkinson 
2329 Grandview Avenue 
 
M. Jane Murray 
1920 Dorman Drive 
 
Susan McQuinley 
2411 Grandview Avenue 
 
Sue & David Zoellner 
2306 Grandview Avenue 
 
Teresa Kelly 
2227 Grandview Avenue 



 
 
Cc:  Sudhir Desai, US EPA 
 Gary Prichard, US EPA 



Residents 
 OH EPA Officials 
 City Manager Derek Allen 
 City Solicitor John Haas 
 City Auditor Trent Williams 













 
 



Portsmouth Ohio 
Storm  



Tuesday, July 14, 2015 
 



Began Approximately  
5:20 – 5:25 pm 



 
 
 
 











 



 
Grandview at Dorman Drive 
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2718 Shawnee Road 



 
“We stopped going north in the 2700 block of Grandview when every resident stated that they were dry and had no 



water at all in their basements.” Derek Allen, Portsmouth city manager. 
 



 











 



 



 



 



video of 2730 Shawnee.MOV
 



 



2730 Shawnee After Slowed.MOV
 











 
 
 



2505 Shawnee Road 



 
 











 
 



 
 



 











 
Dumpsters Need at 2718 & 2726 Shawnee Road 



 
 
 
 



 
2309 Grandview 



 











 
1920 Dorman 



2623 Shawnee Road 











 



 



 



 



 



 



 
Shawnee & 25th Street – hospital uphill to right 



This photo and the following were taken by city employees and elected officials 
 and provided under Ohio Open Records request 











 
 



 











 



 











 



 



 











 
 



 













Underground Retention Basin & Other AOC Compliance Issues  



People  



 Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>  



  



 Jul 7 at 4:48 PM 



To 



 Barbara VanTil  



 Dean Maraldo  



CC 



 Tinka G. Hyde  



 Gary Prichard  



 Sudhir Desai  



 Councilmember Gene Meadows  



 Larry Essman  



 and 3 more...  



 
Barbara: 



We have some questions for you regarding the build-out by the City to address the 18-year old basement 
CSO back-up and its efforts to comply with the Agency’s AOC. 



1. Has the City submitted engineering data to the Agency as requested regarding the smaller 
underground storage basin built on Grandview? 



2. If so, what is the Agency’s determination regarding sufficiency to correct our basement flooding 
problems in the Gandview/Shawnee/25



th
 Street area? 



3. If the City has not submitted the required data, when will it be submitted? 
4. The City had the telemetry equipment on Grandview Avenue at 23



rd
 Street removed last week. 



Was this premature? What evidence is there that it should have been removed prior to the 
Agency’s determination regarding revised plans, smaller than proposed underground storage, 
etc.? For your information, this was installed in 2010 at the suggestion of the Agency and part of 
an operational directive. This was done to protect us and give advance warning to the plant 
operators that the system is reaching overload in our neighborhood. 



5. We have asked for public meetings so that we can learn what has and is being done and so that 
we might ask questions. Our requests by the City have gone unanswered. In view of that, we 
once again request that the Agency hold a public meeting as soon as practicable so that we can 
learn, ask questions, and get definitive answers. We realize you can ask the City to attend and 
they will comply with your request. 



6. As a result of last week’s rains, some in the neighborhood have experienced some minor 
basement backup. Others experienced seepage and overland storm water flooding. We are still 
contacting neighbors and will put together a more complete list; however, it must be stated that 
many of our more active neighbors who have had repeated massive backups for more than 18 
years have moved and or died. We haven’t had time to establish contact with any new 
owners/residents. Also, last week's rain would not be categorized as a major event. 





https://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=a0ce5ds0iuf8e








7. The storm water configurations on 25
th
 Street and the confluence of 25



th
& Grandview have been 



drastically changed with the recent subsurface work and pavement resurfacing. Again, we have 
not been privy to information on the rationale or efficacy of such changes but question the 
outcome as Mr. & Mrs. Essman observed storm water running down 25



th
, bypassing the storm 



water drains and crashing into the street. Photos show that storm water grates were completely 
removed on 25th Street. There are NO surface drains except one at a fall-out to a 4# or so PVC 
pipe on the north side of 25th (and at residence) and one small round open drain at the 25th and 
Grandview intersection. 



8. The hospital, SOMC Hospice & Laundry, Hillview Retirement Center, a private doctor's office and 
other development has occurred in our neighborhood that does not comply with local ordinances 
& regulations and are not addressed, we believe, in the previous engineering calculations 
submitted by the City as part of the AOC. Have you since received these data? 



9. The downspout removal program initiated by the city that affects ONLY some 60+ residences in 
the area has been poorly and unevenly implemented. In fact, we contend, as Mr. Essman has 
repeatedly written, that this program has merely made the water seepage problem worse!  



10. Also, no other retrofitting has been required by entities such as those noted in #8. Once again, in 
your review of compliance to the AOC we ask the Agency to review this so that we might 
understand and possibly seek redress.  



  



Thank you for your attention to this request. 



Jane Murray & Larry Essman 
  
 



M. Jane Murray 













RE: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding  



People  



 Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>  



  



 Jul 15 at 12:15 PM 



To 



 Jane Murray  



 Gary Prichard  



 Barbara VanTil  



 Tinka G. Hyde  



 John Haas  



 rduncan1@falcon1.net  



CC 



 Susan Hedman  



 Dean Maraldo  



 Sudhir Desai  



 Councilmember Gene Meadows  



 Kevin E . Johnson  



 and 10 more...   



Dear Ms. Murray: 



City employees and City Police went door to door last night after the rain event.  I was present and 



coordinated this effort.  We went to every house we could (however, you are correct we did not go to 



yours) and asked if the residents had water or flooding in their basement.  We stopped going north in the 



2700 block of Grandview when every resident stated that they were dry and had no water at all in their 



basements.  



Each house was checked, address and name taken and recorded.  If the occupant said they had water we 



went in and viewed and took pictures.  In every instance there was no evidence what-so-ever of CSO 



backup.  Any house that had water, the water was clear.  Some houses had water seeping from basement 



walls.  Only two houses I entered had water in any portion (the floor was multi-leveled) of their basement 



and it was 1-2” in depth and was clear water.  In these no determination could be made if the water was 



coming from basement walls.  The rest had no standing water.  Most had evidence the floor was wet but 



the water had since drained down their floor drains.  Again, most houses had evidence of a wet floor but 



no house had any standing water.  Residents were understanding and absolutely no one said it was worse 



than before.  This statement is blatantly false.  If you claim what you say is true then please provide 



names and addresses of these home owners so we may speak to them regarding their problem. 



The manholes on the 400,000 gallon underground storage structure were opened after the rain and the 



structure was not completely full.  The estimate was that the structure was 75% full.  It worked as 



designed.  The street flooding was due to grass, weeds, leaves and mulch clogging the catch basins.  Once 
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this was removed the street quickly drained.  In the 2700 block once the debris was removed the two feet 



of water in the street drained in less than two minutes. 



The flooding at the intersection at 25
th
 and Coles (in the street) will be mitigated when the 



detention/retention facility is constructed in the fall.  Even with this issue when the basements 



surrounding this intersection were entered there was no standing water. 



Mr. Duncan and I personally spoke with Mr. Essman last night and he did not have a problem and he was 



not upset. 



What you fail to mention is that with the storm of that magnitude there was flooding all over the city.  The 



flooding in this area was just as bad as other areas. 



The purpose of the project was to protect home from combined or sanitary sewer backups.  Dry 



basements were never guaranteed.  



I saw your blog and in my opinion it was untrue and misleading.  I believe this email is also misleading. 



Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM 
City Manager 
City of Portsmouth 
728 Second Street 
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 
 













-~ CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
INVENTORY OF HOME INSPECTIONS 



EXHIBIT 38 
CONDUCTED ON JULY 14, 2015 



INSP. ADDRESS STATUS COMMENTS CONTACT SATISFIED 



DA 1902 25th Yes 



DA 1922 25th Wet-sewage smell Hamilton 



DA 1924 25th Dry Felts 



1 1926 25th Yes 



DA 2501 Shawnee Yes-sewage smell Spradlin 



2 2502 Shawnee 3-4" Curt Brock, Linda Brock 740-876-8277 



DA 2505 Shawnee No answer 



2 2506 Shawnee No damage 



1 2510 Shawnee No basement 



DA 2582 Shawnee Black grit Huffman 



DA 2604 Shawnee No answer 



1 2612 Shawnee No answer 



1 2614 Shawnee No 



2 No damage (stream) Melissa Adkins 740-352-7836 



DA 2615 Shawnee Yes Henning 



DA 2617 Shawnee Verylittle-rain Lauden 



2 2620 Shawnee Damaged basement Melissa Barry 740-981-7199 



DA 2623 Shawnee Yes sewage 



/' ... 1 2624 Shawnee No basement 



1 2626 Shawnee No answer 



DA 2629 Shawnee Very little-Laminate Van Deusan 



2 2630 Shawnee No answer 



2 2634 Shawnee Sewage back-up Dave Huffman-Janet 740-355-0620 



DA 2635 Shawnee Very little Day 



1 2638 Shawnee No 



DA 2639 Shawnee Yes rainwater Crystal Shepherd 



2 Standing sewage water 



RD Received ph msg from daughter, 7 /15 (Tammy Ca id, 740-941-0000) 



Returned call 4:55. Told her I would stop by house. 



Took pies offloor drains. Carriied rugs (3) to back deck to dry. 



Very slow flood drain was still retaining water. I said she needs to call plumber. 



1 2642 Shawnee Yes 



1 2645 Shawnee Very yes 



1 2646 Shawnee No 



1 2650 Shawnee No answer 



1 2651 Shawnee No answer 



2 2653 Shawnee No answer 



2 2654 Shawnee No answer 



RD Follow-up call (7 /16, 2 pm) 2"' water-insurance cleanup-fans-dehumidifier 



Basement drain Mary Pellegrimon-daughter 740-353-6276 



Helen Zoellner-owner 



RD 2302 Grandview No answer 



RD 2306 Grandview 5-6' circle around floor drain in basement 



/~\, 
RD 2309 Grandview 5-6" in basement Marasek 



RD 2325 Grandview No problem Seisson YES 



RD 2320 Grandview Lots 



RD 2329 Grandview No answer 



RD 2330 Grandview Little bit, clear, typical, no problem 











INSP. 
RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



RD 



1 



DA 



DA 



1 



1 



DA 



-~. 
1 



DA 



1 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



DA 



,.,,,--..,.,_ 



ADDRESS 
2331 Grandview 



2334 Grandview 



2336 Grandview 



2399 Grandview 



2400 Grandview 



2403 Grandview 



2407 Grandview 



No answer 



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 



INVENTORY OF HOME INSPECTIONS 
CONDUCTED ON JULY 14, 2015 



STATUS COMMENTS 



Sump pump failed, using wet vac, clear water 



Always a little water from small weephole-no more than normal 



No answer 



Clear-cleaned up-OK 



No basement 



Could open basement door 



Returned 7 /16 with pliers. Water in basement. 



2410 Grandview No answer 



2411 Grandview Back-up through floor drain 



2417 Grandview None 



2420 Grandview No answer 



2421 Grandview None 



2429 Grandview No answer 



2511 Grandview No 



2604 Grandview No basement-no flooding 



2610 Grandview No answer 



2615 Grandview No answer 



2619 Grandview No answer 



2620 Grandview No answer 



2625 Grandview Yes -rain water only 



2632 Grandview No answer 



2635 Grandview Yes -rain water only 



Very little 



2636 Grandview No answer 



2650 Grandview No water-crawl space 



2654 Grandview No answer 



2655 Grandview No answer 



2658 Grandview No answer 



2702 Grandview No answer 



2705 Grandview Dry 



2706 Grandview Dry 



2708 Grandview Little wet around drian 



2711 Grandview No answer 



2716 Grandview Dry 



2717 Grandview Dry 



2718 Grandview Dry 



2723 Grandview Dry 



2726 Grandview No answer 



2727 Grandview Dry 



2730 Grandview Dry 



2734 Grandview No basement-backroom wet 



2737 Grandview 



2738 Grandview Doesn't know 



2741 Grandview Empty 



Sump pump discharge to Grandview 



McQuniley 



Essman 



Bob Eggar 



Barb Coakley 



Sinkhole at clean-out 



Hanley-Pool flooded 



EXHIBIT 38 



CONTACT SATISFIED 



YES 



YES 



YES 



YES 













From: Jane Murray
To: Derek Allen
Cc: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Ruth Marasek
Subject: Lists of residents
Date: Monday, September 28, 2015 3:09:25 PM


Pursuant to the Ohio Open Records laws, please provide me the lists complied by city
 employees (and officials) of names and addresses of persons/homes contacted on
 July 14, 2015. Employees told me they were going door to door. Please include any
 notes from the contact, if it was determined there was backup, as well as actions
 taken.


Thank you.


Jane Murray, M.A.
 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:dallen@portsmouthoh.org

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

mailto:lessman@roadrunner.com

mailto:councilmembermeadows@gmail.com

mailto:ruthmarasek1@msn.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Derek Allen; Councilmember Gene Meadows
Cc: Kevin E. Johnson; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Rich Saddler; Larry Essman; Sudhir Desai; Ruth Marasek; Brenda


 Mccane; Debra Atkinson; Sue Zoellner; Amy Sand; Robert Forrey; Alan Barlow; Janice Shanks; Hedman, Susan;
 Hyde, Tinka; Prichard, Gary; Teresa Kelly


Subject: Location of Telemetry Equipment & More Parking Being Built at SOMC
Date: Monday, August 31, 2015 12:37:24 PM


City Manager Allen:


1. Please answer the questions below. I checked the basin site on Grandview and
 there is NO telemetry equipment as required in the Strand Facilities Plan of April
 2013 incorporated by reference into the AOC with the U.S. EPA. Where is it?


I might add that this was an operational requirement placed into effect by U.S. EPA in
 2008 following the massive backups we suffered.


No matter this is not a request under the strict interpretation of the Open Records Act,
 you still have an obligation to the public here in Portsmouth to answer such a vital
 question. You were hired by City Council and your salary and benefits are paid by we
 the taxpayers and residents of the city. You work for the public, not the city council.


We are also those who've suffered most these past 18 years with respect to
 combined sewer backups into our homes from inaction, wrong action, incompetence,
 and neglect by former mayors, city council members and staff of the city.


2. You, Rick Duncan and Strand & Associates are trying to blame us, the victims, and
 are again trying to get all the residents in the affected area to remove  downspouts
 from our foundation drains. Some of us removed them years ago.


Yet, NOTHING has been required in the way of retrofitting at SOMC and Hillview. And
 now, SOMC announced they are building more parking at the top of their hill! I drove
 by it today and it is a lovely, sloping and wooded site with workers lunching under the
 shade trees.


So, under the provisions of the OH Open Records Act, please provide us a PDF copy
 of the drainage plans for this parking and evidence of compliance with the city's
 Storm Water laws and the AOC signed with the U.S. EPA.


Thank you for your attention to these requests. On behalf of myself and dozens of we
 homeowners.


M. Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Jane <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
To: Derek Allen <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>; Councilmember Gene Meadows
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 <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com> 
Cc: Kevin E. Johnson <kevine1954@hotmail.com>; Kevin W.W. Johnson
 <kwwj@roadrunner.com>; Rich Saddler <rich@saddler.me>; Larry Essman
 <lessman@roadrunner.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2015 3:41 PM
Subject: Re: location of telemetry equipment


You failed to answer my question regarding the telemetry equipment. 
1. Is it currently operating? Yes or no.
2. If yes, where is it located?


M. Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray


On Aug 27, 2015, at 10:54 AM, Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
 wrote:


Mr. Allen:


The 2014 Sewer Separation Plan called for the telemetry
 equipment at the corner of Grandview and 23rd Street to be
 relocated to the rear of the site of the underground storage basin
 on Grandview. However, the equipment was located there during
 construction and then removed.


Please inform us as to its current location. Is it currently operating?


Thank you.


Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Derek Allen; John Haas
Cc: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman
Subject: Open Records Request
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 1:21:50 PM


Gentlemen:


Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me the
 following:


1. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview Area on
 Tuesday, July 14, 2015.


2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in the
 Facilities Plan adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loan documents by and
 between the OH EPA.


3. If telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be and where will it be
 installed?


Thank you for your cooperation.


M. Jane Murray, M.A. 


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Portsmouth City Manager says telemetry equipment not required
Date: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 1:43:22 PM
Attachments: 3382_001 city council meeting document blaming me for costs of providing public records.pdf


Gary and Sudhir:


As you know, all of us residents are scared of more basement backups. City officials
 are, in my opinion, working hard to refute my/our assertions about the backups that
 occurred July 14, 2015. Please see attached that was given to the local "media" prior
 to the meeting.


I really have no interest in responding to such pettiness but I did put a few items on
 my blog today including Mr. Bramscher's October 2008 letter:


http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/2015/09/oh-really.html


My neighbors and I have had our homes, our properties, our life investment rendered
 worthless. Would you buy any of our houses?


I am focusing on several things and our most immediate problems are:


1. Not allowing more impervious surface at the hospital (SOMC) to be discharged into
 our system. It can be discharges to the natural basin mentioned in no. 2 below.
2. Stopping work on the phase 2 project involving the natural drainage basin to the
 south of the hospital. The city bought it for detention but are clearing trees and brush.
 Why? What better drainage control than vegetation?
3. Requiring that telemetry (or SCADA) equipment be installed ASAP instead of
 "sometime in 2016". It is obvious from the attached documents that the city was not
 maintaining the equipment and only AFTER the basement backups of July 14, 2015
 did they take seriously the need for the equipment!


There is one additional item that would help immensely and that is moving the
 schedule up and require that the OH National Guard Armory redo its parking lot that
 violates all local laws on storm water control. It is listed in various city
 documents...and I will attempt to locate those.


Thank you.


Jane


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Derek Allen
To: Jane Murray
Cc: Councilmember Gene Meadows; Larry Essman; Desai, Sudhir; Prichard, Gary; Maraldo, Dean
Subject: RE: By-pass reports
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2015 3:31:23 PM
Attachments: July 14, 2015 Bypass Sheet.pdf


Dear Ms. Murray:
Attached is the Bypass report for July 14, 2015 as you requested.
Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM
City Manager
City of Portsmouth
728 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
Phone: 740.354.8807
Fax: 740.354.8809
From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2015 3:03 PM
To: Derek Allen 
Cc: Councilmember Gene Meadows ; Larry Essman ; Sudhir Desai ; Gary Prichard ; Dean Maraldo 
Subject: By-pass reports
Mr. Allen:
Pursuant to the Open Records Act, please provide me a copy of the July 14, 2015 By-pass
 report kept by the sewage treatment plant. Since it is usually only one page, I'd appreciate it
 being faxed to me at: 740-353-2123 or emailed.
Thank you.
Jane
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Larry Essman
To: "Derek Allen"; "Jane Murray"; Prichard, Gary; Vantil, Barbara; Hyde, Tinka; "John Haas"; rduncan1@falcon1.net
Cc: Hedman, Susan; Maraldo, Dean; Desai, Sudhir; "Councilmember Gene Meadows"; "Kevin E . Johnson"; "Kevin W.


 Johnson"; "Rich Saddler"; "Robert Forrey"; "Ruth Marasek"; "Brenda Mccane"; "Vicci Felts"; "Sue Zoellner";
 "Donna Voorheis"; "Janice Shanks"


Subject: RE: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 3:46:10 PM


While we did not suffer a CSO, my neighbor at 2411 Grandview insists that her basement was
 flooded with sewage. Since I did not see it, I cannot confirm or dispute her claim.
What we do not understand is why the telemetry equipment would be removed since it has saved the
 residents so many times since it was installed. It does seem obvious that the storm sewers were
 inadequate to handle the volume of the runoff, since water was gushing out of the new storm sewers
 three to four feet in the air.
From: Derek Allen [mailto:DAllen@portsmouthoh.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 12:15 PM
To: Jane Murray; Gary Prichard; Barbara VanTil; Tinka G. Hyde; John Haas; rduncan1@falcon1.net
Cc: Susan Hedman; Dean Maraldo; Sudhir Desai; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Kevin E .
 Johnson; Kevin W. Johnson; Rich Saddler; Larry Essman; Robert Forrey; Ruth Marasek; Brenda
 Mccane; Vicci Felts; Sue Zoellner; Donna Voorheis; Janice Shanks
Subject: RE: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding
Dear Ms. Murray:
City employees and City Police went door to door last night after the rain event. I was present and
 coordinated this effort. We went to every house we could (however, you are correct we did not go to
 yours) and asked if the residents had water or flooding in their basement. We stopped going north in
 the 2700 block of Grandview when every resident stated that they were dry and had no water at all
 in their basements.
Each house was checked, address and name taken and recorded. If the occupant said they had water
 we went in and viewed and took pictures. In every instance there was no evidence what-so-ever of
 CSO backup. Any house that had water, the water was clear. Some houses had water seeping from
 basement walls. Only two houses I entered had water in any portion (the floor was multi-leveled) of
 their basement and it was 1-2” in depth and was clear water. In these no determination could be
 made if the water was coming from basement walls. The rest had no standing water. Most had
 evidence the floor was wet but the water had since drained down their floor drains. Again, most
 houses had evidence of a wet floor but no house had any standing water. Residents were
 understanding and absolutely no one said it was worse than before. This statement is blatantly false.
 If you claim what you say is true then please provide names and addresses of these home owners so
 we may speak to them regarding their problem.
The manholes on the 400,000 gallon underground storage structure were opened after the rain and
 the structure was not completely full. The estimate was that the structure was 75% full. It worked as
 designed. The street flooding was due to grass, weeds, leaves and mulch clogging the catch basins.
 Once this was removed the street quickly drained. In the 2700 block once the debris was removed
 the two feet of water in the street drained in less than two minutes.
The flooding at the intersection at 25th and Coles (in the street) will be mitigated when the
 detention/retention facility is constructed in the fall. Even with this issue when the basements
 surrounding this intersection were entered there was no standing water.
Mr. Duncan and I personally spoke with Mr. Essman last night and he did not have a problem and he
 was not upset.
What you fail to mention is that with the storm of that magnitude there was flooding all over the city.
 The flooding in this area was just as bad as other areas.
The purpose of the project was to protect home from combined or sanitary sewer backups. Dry
 basements were never guaranteed.
I saw your blog and in my opinion it was untrue and misleading. I believe this email is also
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 misleading.
Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM
City Manager
City of Portsmouth
728 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
Phone: 740.354.8807
Fax: 740.354.8809
From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 10:01 AM
To: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; Barbara VanTil <vantil.barbara@epa.gov>; Tinka G.
 Hyde <hyde.tinka@epa.gov>
Cc: Susan Hedman <hedman.susan@epa.gov>; Dean Maraldo <maraldo.dean@epamail.epa.gov>;
 Sudhir Desai <desai.sudhir@epa.gov>; Councilmember Gene Meadows
 <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com>; Kevin E. Johnson <kevine1954@hotmail.com>; Kevin
 W.W. Johnson <kwwj@roadrunner.com>; Rich Saddler <rich@saddler.me>; Larry Essman
 <lessman@roadrunner.com>; Robert Forrey <robert.rforr1@gmail.com>; Ruth Marasek
 <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>; Brenda Mccane <brendamccane@yahoo.com>; Vicci Felts
 <viccifelts@gmail.com>; Sue Zoellner <shadowz05@aol.com>; Donna Voorheis
 <donnavoorheis40@gmail.com>; Janice Shanks <janiceshanks@yahoo.com>
Subject: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding
We wish to inform you of the massive storm flooding in our neighborhood just after 5:00 p.m.
 EDT yesterday. I've spoken with numerous people who've had 6+ inches, 3-5 inches, or 1-3
 inches of combined sewer backup into their basements. Additional storm water damage has
 also occurred. Many report that the problems are worse than before.
City workers, police, the City Manager & City Solicitor canvassed the neighborhood getting
 names and addresses of those damaged. No one came to my door though. My brother was
 here (I was at work) and reported that I had 1-2" of CSO in my basement and he saw water
 shooting 3 feet high out of the storm drain across the street from my house. The city and
 others have similar photos of water shooting out down Grandview Avenue.
I have some names and a few pictures and will be gathering more. I will send reports to you.
Mr. Essman and I await response to our email from last week and will, no doubt, have
 additional questions from this "event", such as why was the telemetry equipment moved.
You can see a few pictures on my blog:
http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/2015/07/the-big-fixit-aint.html
Thank you.
M. Jane Murray and Larry C. Essman
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Larry Essman
To: "Jane"; "Sudhir Desai"
Cc: "Steve Canter"; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; "Bob Forrey"; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; "Ruth


 Marasek"
Subject: RE: Grandview flooding
Date: Saturday, July 04, 2015 11:04:15 AM


Jane and others,
I cannot really fault the city for the seepage we experienced, The rain were so hard and blowing
 against the side of the house that I am surprised we did not experience more.
The flooding on Grandview might be a different matter. But again, it may be partially blamed on the
 residents who grass clippings clogged the sewer.
You should have seen the mess the house south of us made when they cut their waste high grass. It
 all went into the street. I wish I could have taken a picture of it.


From: Jane [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 03, 2015 7:52 PM
To: Sudhir Desai
Cc: Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; Larry Essman; Bob Forrey; ;
 desai.sudhir@epa.gov; Ruth Marasek
Subject: Re: Grandview flooding
Thank you very much, Sudhir. We look forward to your visit.
Jane


M. Jane Murray


On Jul 3, 2015, at 7:28 PM, Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com> wrote:


Hi Jane,


Thank you for sharing the information about flooding in your neighborhood.


I had the opportunity to discuss this matter with the City of Portsmouth personnel
 earlier. Unless they have an official complaint about basement flooding, they are
 unable to address the issue. They would like to speak to the impacted citizens and
 verify their claims.


If you have additional citizens who may have been impacted by basement flooding,
 please let me know. Portsmouth will continue to work towards their efforts to address
 this issue via their administrative order on consent signed by the City. 


At least we have an e mail from Professor Essman about this issue shared with the City
 folks 


I plan to visit the community shortly.


Thank you.
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Sudhir Desai
USEPA, Region 5
WECA
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL60604
312/886-6704


From: Jane
Sent: ‎7/‎3/‎2015 7:18 AM
To: sudhirvdesai@aol.com; Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com
Cc: Larry Essman; Bob Forrey
Subject: Fwd: Grandview flooding


Good morning:
Larry had seepage in his basement. I did not have any.
They reduced the size and number of storm drains uphill on 25th Streey and at the
 intersection with Grandview. It made no sense to us. I'll check and see if I have some
 photos.


Jane


M. Jane Murray


Begin forwarded message:


From: "Larry Essman" <lessman@roadrunner.com>
Date: July 2, 2015 at 10:47:36 AM EDT
To: "Derek Allen" <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>, "Gene Meadows"
 <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com>
Cc: "Ruth Marasek" <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>, "Jane Murray"
 <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
Subject: Grandview flooding


During the torrential rains on Tuesday evening, Grandview became
 flooded again. We noticed that the runoff from twenty-fifth street did not
 reach the sewer in the middle of the intersection, but made a turn south


 at the southeast corner of 25th and Grandview.
This flooding was partially caused by the residents of Grandview. I told
 Councilmen Saddler and Kalb after the last council meeting that I
 watched my neighbors’ lawn services blowing their grass clippings into
 the street. The first sewer on the southeast side of the intersection of


 25th and Grandview was almost completely blocked by grass clippings
 and straw. When the drip sewer was in front of our house we [my wife
 and I] would be certain is was clean, sometimes clearing it in the middle
 of a storm. Unfortunately, I even witnessed one resident sweeping debris
 into the sewer.
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Perhaps, the city might send out some letters to the same residents they
 provided updates on the construction advising them not to blow grass
 clippings into the streets or sweep debris into the sewers.
Thanks,
Larry & Loretta Essman








From: Sudhir Desai
To: Jane; Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; Sudhir Desai
Cc: Larry Essman; Bob Forrey; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: RE: Grandview flooding
Date: Friday, July 03, 2015 6:28:13 PM


Hi Jane,


Thank you for sharing the information about flooding in your neighborhood.


I had the opportunity to discuss this matter with the City of Portsmouth personnel earlier. Unless
 they have an official complaint about basement flooding, they are unable to address the issue. They
 would like to speak to the impacted citizens and verify their claims.


If you have additional citizens who may have been impacted by basement flooding, please let me
 know. Portsmouth will continue to work towards their efforts to address this issue via their
 administrative order on consent signed by the City. 


At least we have an e mail from Professor Essman about this issue shared with the City folks 


I plan to visit the community shortly.


Thank you.


Sudhir Desai
USEPA, Region 5
WECA
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL60604
312/886-6704


From: Jane
Sent: ‎7/‎3/‎2015 7:18 AM
To: sudhirvdesai@aol.com; Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com
Cc: Larry Essman; Bob Forrey
Subject: Fwd: Grandview flooding


Good morning:


Larry had seepage in his basement. I did not have any.


They reduced the size and number of storm drains uphill on 25th Streey and at the intersection
 with Grandview. It made no sense to us. I'll check and see if I have some photos.


Jane


M. Jane Murray
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Begin forwarded message:


From: "Larry Essman" <lessman@roadrunner.com>
Date: July 2, 2015 at 10:47:36 AM EDT
To: "Derek Allen" <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>, "Gene Meadows"
 <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com>
Cc: "Ruth Marasek" <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>, "Jane Murray"
 <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
Subject: Grandview flooding


During the torrential rains on Tuesday evening, Grandview became flooded again. We
 noticed that the runoff from twenty-fifth street did not reach the sewer in the middle


 of the intersection, but made a turn south at the southeast corner of 25th and
 Grandview.
This flooding was partially caused by the residents of Grandview. I told Councilmen
 Saddler and Kalb after the last council meeting that I watched my neighbors’ lawn
 services blowing their grass clippings into the street. The first sewer on the southeast


 side of the intersection of 25th and Grandview was almost completely blocked by grass
 clippings and straw. When the drip sewer was in front of our house we [my wife and I]
 would be certain is was clean, sometimes clearing it in the middle of a storm.
 Unfortunately, I even witnessed one resident sweeping debris into the sewer.
Perhaps, the city might send out some letters to the same residents they provided
 updates on the construction advising them not to blow grass clippings into the streets
 or sweep debris into the sewers.
Thanks,
Larry & Loretta Essman
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From: Larry Essman
To: "Jane Murray"; "Sudhir Desai"
Cc: "Steve Canter"; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; "Bob Forrey"; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; "Ruth


 Marasek"
Subject: RE: Grandview flooding
Date: Saturday, July 04, 2015 6:52:56 PM


Jane,
Yes, there was water standing at the corner of 25th and Shawnee. It appears that the sewer might be
 incorrectly positioned. You can usually see it after any hard rain.
Also, water did not seem to reach the sewers in the intersection of 25th and Grandview. Runoff from
 east 25th made a right turn down Grandview to the clogged sewer on the east side of Grandview
 where it crossed the street.
I think some of our seepage may be attributed to the downspouts that were incorrectly removed last
 year.
From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Saturday, July 04, 2015 1:59 PM
To: Sudhir Desai; Larry Essman
Cc: 'Steve Canter'; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; 'Bob Forrey'; prichard.gary@epa.gov;
 desai.sudhir@epa.gov; 'Ruth Marasek'
Subject: Re: Grandview flooding
The other thing is that evidently there was water standing in the 25th & Shawnee Road
 intersection. Larry, could you please explain what you told me? I'll see if I can find anyone
 who might have taken a picture of it.
Jane
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com>
To: Larry Essman <lessman@roadrunner.com>; 'Jane' <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Cc: 'Steve Canter' <scanter@enveng.com>; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; 'Bob Forrey'
 <robert.rforr1@gmail.com>; prichard.gary@epa.gov; desai.sudhir@epa.gov; 'Ruth Marasek'
 <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>; Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com> 
Sent: Saturday, July 4, 2015 12:15 PM
Subject: RE: Grandview flooding
Hi Professor Essman,


The impact on the residents may have been reduced due to storage basin completed by the
 City in May 2015.


However, the continued flooding of the basements of the area residents shows that the
 current capacity of the system is not fully capable to meet needs of their citizens. 


Thank you.


Sudhir Desai


From: Larry Essman
Sent: ‎7/‎4/‎2015 11:04 AM
To: 'Jane'; 'Sudhir Desai'
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Cc: 'Steve Canter'; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; 'Bob Forrey';
 prichard.gary@epa.gov; desai.sudhir@epa.gov; 'Ruth Marasek'
Subject: RE: Grandview flooding


Jane and others,
I cannot really fault the city for the seepage we experienced, The rain were so hard
 and blowing against the side of the house that I am surprised we did not experience
 more.
The flooding on Grandview might be a different matter. But again, it may be partially
 blamed on the residents who grass clippings clogged the sewer.
You should have seen the mess the house south of us made when they cut their waste
 high grass. It all went into the street. I wish I could have taken a picture of it.
From: Jane [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 03, 2015 7:52 PM
To: Sudhir Desai
Cc: Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; Larry Essman; Bob Forrey;
 <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; desai.sudhir@epa.gov; Ruth Marasek
Subject: Re: Grandview flooding
Thank you very much, Sudhir. We look forward to your visit.
Jane


M. Jane Murray


On Jul 3, 2015, at 7:28 PM, Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com> wrote:


Hi Jane,


Thank you for sharing the information about flooding in your
 neighborhood.


I had the opportunity to discuss this matter with the City of Portsmouth
 personnel earlier. Unless they have an official complaint about basement
 flooding, they are unable to address the issue. They would like to speak
 to the impacted citizens and verify their claims.


If you have additional citizens who may have been impacted by basement
 flooding, please let me know. Portsmouth will continue to work towards
 their efforts to address this issue via their administrative order on consent
 signed by the City. 


At least we have an e mail from Professor Essman about this issue shared
 with the City folks 


I plan to visit the community shortly.


Thank you.


Sudhir Desai
USEPA, Region 5
WECA
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77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL60604
312/886-6704


From: Jane
Sent: ‎7/‎3/‎2015 7:18 AM
To: sudhirvdesai@aol.com; Steve Canter;
 Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com
Cc: Larry Essman; Bob Forrey
Subject: Fwd: Grandview flooding


Good morning:
Larry had seepage in his basement. I did not have any.
They reduced the size and number of storm drains uphill on 25th Streey
 and at the intersection with Grandview. It made no sense to us. I'll check
 and see if I have some photos.


Jane


M. Jane Murray


Begin forwarded message:


From: "Larry Essman" <lessman@roadrunner.com>
Date: July 2, 2015 at 10:47:36 AM EDT
To: "Derek Allen" <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>, "Gene
 Meadows" <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com>
Cc: "Ruth Marasek" <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>, "Jane
 Murray" <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
Subject: Grandview flooding


During the torrential rains on Tuesday evening, Grandview
 became flooded again. We noticed that the runoff from
 twenty-fifth street did not reach the sewer in the middle of
 the intersection, but made a turn south at the southeast
 corner of 25th and Grandview.
This flooding was partially caused by the residents of
 Grandview. I told Councilmen Saddler and Kalb after the
 last council meeting that I watched my neighbors’ lawn
 services blowing their grass clippings into the street. The
 first sewer on the southeast side of the intersection of 25th


 and Grandview was almost completely blocked by grass
 clippings and straw. When the drip sewer was in front of our
 house we [my wife and I] would be certain is was clean,
 sometimes clearing it in the middle of a storm.
 Unfortunately, I even witnessed one resident sweeping
 debris into the sewer.
Perhaps, the city might send out some letters to the same
 residents they provided updates on the construction advising
 them not to blow grass clippings into the streets or sweep
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 debris into the sewers.
Thanks,
Larry & Loretta Essman








From: Larry Essman
To: "Jane Murray"; Hedman, Susan; Kaplan, Robert; Hyde, Tinka; Maraldo, Dean; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir;


 "Fred Snell"
Cc: "Councilmember Gene Meadows"; "Kevin W.W. Johnson"; "Kevin E. Johnson"; "Rich Saddler"; "Robert Forrey";


 "Ruth Marasek"; "Brenda Mccane"; "Janice Shanks"; "Vicci Felts"; "Sue Zoellner"; "Donna Voorheis"; "Debra
 Atkinson"; "Travis Smith"; "Tiffany T. Shanks"; "Tom Lowe"; "Alan Barlow"; "Harald Daub";
 rduncan1@falcon1.net; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov


Subject: RE: Sewer Backups into our homes
Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 3:11:15 PM


There is a lady on the southwest corner of 23rd and Grandview who wants to sign the letter. She had
 a lot of sewage in her basement during the rain event. She also said she knows someone who had
 about two feet in their basement. I do not know her name. She said she would send me her email
 address because she wants to talk to our councilman [Gene Meadows] and did not know how to
 reach him.
From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 1:26 PM
To: Susan Hedman ; Robert Kaplan ; Tinka G. Hyde ; Dean Maraldo ; Gary Prichard ; Sudhir Desai
 ; Fred Snell ; Derek Allen 
Cc: Councilmember Gene Meadows ; Kevin W.W. Johnson ; Kevin E. Johnson ; Rich Saddler ;
 Larry Essman ; Robert Forrey ; Ruth Marasek ; Brenda Mccane ; Janice Shanks ; Vicci Felts ; Sue
 Zoellner ; Donna Voorheis ; Debra Atkinson ; Travis Smith ; Tiffany T. Shanks ; Tom Lowe ; M.
 Trent Williams ; Alan Barlow ; Harald Daub ; rduncan1@falcon1.net; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov
Subject: Sewer Backups into our homes
Dear Administrator Hedman and others:
We residents have tried for years to get the city to enforce storm water regulations and devise
 and build projects to prevent sewers (combined in Portsmouth) from backing up in our houses
 . . . to no avail. Some people have suffered repeated backups since 1997. This is sewage and a
 direct violation of law. For many (22 houses and counting) we had combined sewer backups
 into our basements on Tuesday, July 14, 2015.
Yet the Portsmouth's city manager and others are trying to tell you and the pubic that it was,
 for the most part, clear water. This is NOT the case. We have attached photos and also refer
 you to Jane Murray's blog where you can see others (please scan down to see all):
http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/
The City's Long Term Control Plan, revised October 2010, was approved by the Agency in
 April 2011. Then, new staff member Barbara Vantil came on board and subsequently allowed
 the city to revise Phase 1 projects. The attached letter from Dean Maraldo clearly states the
 purpose of Phase 1 to include at number 2): "designing and implementing projects to prevent
 releases of sewage from the Combined Sewer System into basements, potentially including
 the use of green infrastructure to reduce clear-water flow into the system;"
While trying to make just 60+ households to remove downspouts from their foundation drains,
 the city did NOTHING to require the hospital (Southern OH Medical Center) to re-direct
 storm water from their impervious surfaces and, in fact, allowed them to build ANOTHER
 parking lot just prior to the city manager coming on board! This was a direct violation, we
 contend, of your requirements of the City as per your attached letter.
Likewise, Hillview Retirement Center built additional impervious surfaces and neither they,
 the hospital nor the National Guard Armory (which built a parking lot where historically cars
 parked on grass) were required to retrofit at all. Taking their massive "clear water" out of the
 sewers or at least reducing it would make a huge impact we contend.
There have been dozens and dozens of communications, plans, revised plans, etc. over the
 years that it becomes quite dizzying for us, but we hope your staff will take the time to review
 the entire file and help us. Mr. Maraldo's statement in the attached letter does say it all we
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 believe:
"Specifically, Portsmouth apparently has Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs) from the separate
 parts of the City of Portsmouth's sewer collections system and basement backups from the
 Combined Sewer System. Both SSOs and basement backups are strictly prohibited and
 unauthorized."
The operational directive put in place by former director Bramscher was the only thing that
 has saved us since 2008. Please require the city to reinstall the telemetry equipment that was
 part of this directive. The city took it down about one week before our July 12 horrible
 backups.
We will have more to communicate to you in the coming days and weeks.
Sincerely,
Ruth and Bob Marasek
Brenda McCane
Donna Voorheis
Larry Essman
Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary
Cc: Desai, Sudhir
Subject: Re: City"s MOM
Date: Friday, October 02, 2015 9:22:44 AM


Gary:


I have received a copy of the city's MOM and thus no longer need you to provide one
 to us.


Thanks very much,


Jane
 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
To: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov> 
Cc: Sudhir Desai <desai.sudhir@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 2:46 PM
Subject: City's MOM


Gary:


I requested a copy of the city of Portsmouth's Management, Operations, and
 Maintenance plan from the state of Ohio EPA. I've been informed that U.S.
 EPA has it. Could you please have someone locate it for me and send me a
 PDF copy as soon as possible?


Thank you.


Jane


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Derek Allen; Prichard, Gary; Vantil, Barbara; Hyde, Tinka; John Haas; rduncan1@falcon1.net
Cc: Hedman, Susan; Maraldo, Dean; Desai, Sudhir; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Kevin E . Johnson; Kevin W.


 Johnson; Rich Saddler; Larry Essman; Robert Forrey; Ruth Marasek; Brenda Mccane; Vicci Felts; Sue Zoellner;
 Donna Voorheis; Janice Shanks


Subject: Re: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 12:39:01 PM


Mr. Allen:


I disagree. My statements are not misleading nor is my blog. What you don't know is
 the history and detail. I do. Many people yet don't understand that what backed up
 was indeed combined storm water & sewage. Even those that sued the city in the
 past continued to talk about "water in basement".


You stated below: "The purpose of the project was to protect home from combined or
 sanitary sewer backups. Dry basements were never guaranteed."


Did you see the photos on my blog from Ms. McCane's house on Shawnee? It is
 sewage/storm water. She has had repeated sewage backups over the years. She
 was not home when the storm hit. I suggested she call you this morning and ask you
 to come and look. The house next door to her was also hit badly as was the house at
 1922 25th Street owned by Ms. Angie Hamilton. She told me it was combined sewer
 backup and at least 6". She was still cleaning up when I spoke with her at
 approximately 7:00 pm last night.


I did not go door to door but saw city workers and at least 1 police officer.


You stated below: "Only two houses I entered had water in any portion (the floor was
 multi-leveled) of their basement and it was 1-2” in depth and was clear water. In
 these no determination could be made if the water was coming from basement walls.
 The rest had no standing water. Most had evidence the floor was wet but the water
 had since drained down their floor drains. Again, most houses had evidence of a wet
 floor but no house had any standing water. Residents were understanding and
 absolutely no one said it was worse than before. This statement is blatantly false."


At what time did the plant start bypassing? How many millions of gallons of untreated
 sewage go to the Ohio River yesterday? How much each day of the last 5 days?


My theory is that the CSO backup in our homes quickly ran out when the bypass
 began. That has been the history and this was my deduction from my brother's eye
 witness account of what happened in my basement.


I think it terrific that some people such as Mr. Essman did not suffer as they have in
 the past, but that in no way proves that Mr. Duncan's and Strand's "plan" worked.
 Has Strand provided the U.S. EPA the required engineering proof that the plan
 would/will work?


When did the telemetry equipment go off line? Councilmember Meadows told me that
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 he was told it was moved. If that is true, where is it and did a signal go to the plant
 from it yesterday late afternoon when the storm hit?


In my opinion, the city has a responsibility to analyze the storm water problems in our
 neighborhood caused by the continual build-out at SOMC, Hillview, the horrible
 parking lot at the Army Reserve site (that Jim Kalb allowed to ignore the storm water
 retention requirements) residences, and commercial development all in contravention
 to the city's storm water ordinance and regulations (have you seen them?), MS4
 requirements and any other federal and/or state requirements - and our sewage
 backups and other overland storm water disasters. That is what they are - disasters
 for us.


Our property values and quality of life have plummeted thanks to sewage and storm
 water problems created and unsolved, and the run away and cut through traffic about
 which the city council, past mayors nor you have done anything.


So, again, I totally disagree with you and stand by my call for the city council to sue
 Strand and fire Rick Duncan.


M. Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Derek Allen 
To: Jane Murray ; Gary Prichard ; Barbara VanTil ; Tinka G. Hyde ; John Haas ;
 "rduncan1@falcon1.net" 
Cc: Susan Hedman ; Dean Maraldo ; Sudhir Desai ; Councilmember Gene Meadows ; Kevin E .
 Johnson ; Kevin W. Johnson ; Rich Saddler ; Larry Essman ; Robert Forrey ; Ruth Marasek ;
 Brenda Mccane ; Vicci Felts ; Sue Zoellner ; Donna Voorheis ; Janice Shanks 
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 12:14 PM
Subject: RE: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding


Dear Ms. Murray:
City employees and City Police went door to door last night after the rain event. I
 was present and coordinated this effort. We went to every house we could
 (however, you are correct we did not go to yours) and asked if the residents had
 water or flooding in their basement. We stopped going north in the 2700 block of
 Grandview when every resident stated that they were dry and had no water at all in
 their basements.
Each house was checked, address and name taken and recorded. If the occupant
 said they had water we went in and viewed and took pictures. In every instance
 there was no evidence what-so-ever of CSO backup. Any house that had water,
 the water was clear. Some houses had water seeping from basement walls. Only
 two houses I entered had water in any portion (the floor was multi-leveled) of their
 basement and it was 1-2” in depth and was clear water. In these no determination
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 could be made if the water was coming from basement walls. The rest had no
 standing water. Most had evidence the floor was wet but the water had since
 drained down their floor drains. Again, most houses had evidence of a wet floor but
 no house had any standing water. Residents were understanding and absolutely
 no one said it was worse than before. This statement is blatantly false. If you claim
 what you say is true then please provide names and addresses of these home
 owners so we may speak to them regarding their problem.
The manholes on the 400,000 gallon underground storage structure were opened
 after the rain and the structure was not completely full. The estimate was that the
 structure was 75% full. It worked as designed. The street flooding was due to
 grass, weeds, leaves and mulch clogging the catch basins. Once this was removed
 the street quickly drained. In the 2700 block once the debris was removed the two
 feet of water in the street drained in less than two minutes.
The flooding at the intersection at 25th and Coles (in the street) will be mitigated
 when the detention/retention facility is constructed in the fall. Even with this issue
 when the basements surrounding this intersection were entered there was no
 standing water.
Mr. Duncan and I personally spoke with Mr. Essman last night and he did not have
 a problem and he was not upset.
What you fail to mention is that with the storm of that magnitude there was flooding
 all over the city. The flooding in this area was just as bad as other areas.
The purpose of the project was to protect home from combined or sanitary sewer
 backups. Dry basements were never guaranteed.
I saw your blog and in my opinion it was untrue and misleading. I believe this email
 is also misleading.
Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM
City Manager
City of Portsmouth
728 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
Phone: 740.354.8807
Fax: 740.354.8809


From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 10:01 AM
To: Gary Prichard ; Barbara VanTil ; Tinka G. Hyde 
Cc: Susan Hedman ; Dean Maraldo ; Sudhir Desai ; Councilmember Gene
 Meadows ; Kevin E. Johnson ; Kevin W.W. Johnson ; Rich Saddler ; Larry Essman
 ; Robert Forrey ; Ruth Marasek ; Brenda Mccane ; Vicci Felts ; Sue Zoellner ;
 Donna Voorheis ; Janice Shanks 
Subject: Combined Sewer Backup & Overland Storm Water Flooding
We wish to inform you of the massive storm flooding in our neighborhood just
 after 5:00 p.m. EDT yesterday. I've spoken with numerous people who've had
 6+ inches, 3-5 inches, or 1-3 inches of combined sewer backup into their
 basements. Additional storm water damage has also occurred. Many report
 that the problems are worse than before.
City workers, police, the City Manager & City Solicitor canvassed the
 neighborhood getting names and addresses of those damaged. No one came







 to my door though. My brother was here (I was at work) and reported that I
 had 1-2" of CSO in my basement and he saw water shooting 3 feet high out
 of the storm drain across the street from my house. The city and others have
 similar photos of water shooting out down Grandview Avenue.
I have some names and a few pictures and will be gathering more. I will send
 reports to you.
Mr. Essman and I await response to our email from last week and will, no
 doubt, have additional questions from this "event", such as why was the
 telemetry equipment moved.
You can see a few pictures on my blog:
http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/2015/07/the-big-fixit-
aint.html
Thank you.
M. Jane Murray and Larry C. Essman
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane
To: Sudhir Desai
Cc: Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; Larry Essman; Bob Forrey; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir;


 Ruth Marasek
Subject: Re: Grandview flooding
Date: Friday, July 03, 2015 6:51:40 PM


Thank you very much, Sudhir. We look forward to your visit.


Jane


M. Jane Murray


On Jul 3, 2015, at 7:28 PM, Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com> wrote:


Hi Jane,


Thank you for sharing the information about flooding in your neighborhood.


I had the opportunity to discuss this matter with the City of Portsmouth personnel
 earlier. Unless they have an official complaint about basement flooding, they are
 unable to address the issue. They would like to speak to the impacted citizens and
 verify their claims.


If you have additional citizens who may have been impacted by basement flooding,
 please let me know. Portsmouth will continue to work towards their efforts to address
 this issue via their administrative order on consent signed by the City. 


At least we have an e mail from Professor Essman about this issue shared with the City
 folks 


I plan to visit the community shortly.


Thank you.


Sudhir Desai
USEPA, Region 5
WECA
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL60604
312/886-6704


From: Jane
Sent: ‎7/‎3/‎2015 7:18 AM
To: sudhirvdesai@aol.com; Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com
Cc: Larry Essman; Bob Forrey
Subject: Fwd: Grandview flooding
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Good morning:


Larry had seepage in his basement. I did not have any.


They reduced the size and number of storm drains uphill on 25th Streey and at the
 intersection with Grandview. It made no sense to us. I'll check and see if I have
 some photos.


Jane


M. Jane Murray


Begin forwarded message:


From: "Larry Essman" <lessman@roadrunner.com>
Date: July 2, 2015 at 10:47:36 AM EDT
To: "Derek Allen" <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>, "Gene Meadows"
 <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com>
Cc: "Ruth Marasek" <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>, "Jane Murray"
 <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
Subject: Grandview flooding


During the torrential rains on Tuesday evening, Grandview became
 flooded again. We noticed that the runoff from twenty-fifth street did not
 reach the sewer in the middle of the intersection, but made a turn south


 at the southeast corner of 25th and Grandview.
This flooding was partially caused by the residents of Grandview. I told
 Councilmen Saddler and Kalb after the last council meeting that I
 watched my neighbors’ lawn services blowing their grass clippings into
 the street. The first sewer on the southeast side of the intersection of


 25th and Grandview was almost completely blocked by grass clippings
 and straw. When the drip sewer was in front of our house we [my wife
 and I] would be certain is was clean, sometimes clearing it in the middle
 of a storm. Unfortunately, I even witnessed one resident sweeping debris
 into the sewer.
Perhaps, the city might send out some letters to the same residents they
 provided updates on the construction advising them not to blow grass
 clippings into the streets or sweep debris into the sewers.
Thanks,
Larry & Loretta Essman
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From: Jane Murray
To: Sudhir Desai; Larry Essman
Cc: "Steve Canter"; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; "Bob Forrey"; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; "Ruth


 Marasek"
Subject: Re: Grandview flooding
Date: Saturday, July 04, 2015 12:58:50 PM


The other thing is that evidently there was water standing in the 25th & Shawnee
 Road intersection. Larry, could you please explain what you told me? I'll see if I can
 find anyone who might have taken a picture of it.


Jane
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Sudhir Desai 
To: Larry Essman ; 'Jane' 
Cc: 'Steve Canter' ; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; 'Bob Forrey' ;
 prichard.gary@epa.gov; desai.sudhir@epa.gov; 'Ruth Marasek' ; Sudhir Desai 
Sent: Saturday, July 4, 2015 12:15 PM
Subject: RE: Grandview flooding


Hi Professor Essman,


The impact on the residents may have been reduced due to storage basin completed by the
 City in May 2015.


However, the continued flooding of the basements of the area residents shows that the
 current capacity of the system is not fully capable to meet needs of their citizens. 


Thank you.


Sudhir Desai


From: Larry Essman
Sent: ‎7/‎4/‎2015 11:04 AM
To: 'Jane'; 'Sudhir Desai'
Cc: 'Steve Canter'; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; 'Bob Forrey';
 prichard.gary@epa.gov; desai.sudhir@epa.gov; 'Ruth Marasek'
Subject: RE: Grandview flooding


Jane and others,
I cannot really fault the city for the seepage we experienced, The rain were so hard
 and blowing against the side of the house that I am surprised we did not
 experience more.
The flooding on Grandview might be a different matter. But again, it may be partially
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 blamed on the residents who grass clippings clogged the sewer.
You should have seen the mess the house south of us made when they cut their
 waste high grass. It all went into the street. I wish I could have taken a picture of it.
From: Jane [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 03, 2015 7:52 PM
To: Sudhir Desai
Cc: Steve Canter; Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com; Larry Essman; Bob
 Forrey; ; desai.sudhir@epa.gov; Ruth Marasek
Subject: Re: Grandview flooding
Thank you very much, Sudhir. We look forward to your visit.
Jane


M. Jane Murray


On Jul 3, 2015, at 7:28 PM, Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com> wrote:


Hi Jane,


Thank you for sharing the information about flooding in your
 neighborhood.


I had the opportunity to discuss this matter with the City of Portsmouth
 personnel earlier. Unless they have an official complaint about
 basement flooding, they are unable to address the issue. They would
 like to speak to the impacted citizens and verify their claims.


If you have additional citizens who may have been impacted by
 basement flooding, please let me know. Portsmouth will continue to
 work towards their efforts to address this issue via their administrative
 order on consent signed by the City. 


At least we have an e mail from Professor Essman about this issue
 shared with the City folks 


I plan to visit the community shortly.


Thank you.


Sudhir Desai
USEPA, Region 5
WECA
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL60604
312/886-6704


From: Jane
Sent: ‎7/‎3/‎2015 7:18 AM
To: sudhirvdesai@aol.com; Steve Canter;
 Richard.howerton@howertoneng.com
Cc: Larry Essman; Bob Forrey
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Subject: Fwd: Grandview flooding


Good morning:
Larry had seepage in his basement. I did not have any.
They reduced the size and number of storm drains uphill on 25th
 Streey and at the intersection with Grandview. It made no sense to us.
 I'll check and see if I have some photos.


Jane


M. Jane Murray


Begin forwarded message:


From: "Larry Essman" <lessman@roadrunner.com>
Date: July 2, 2015 at 10:47:36 AM EDT
To: "Derek Allen" <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>, "Gene
 Meadows" <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com>
Cc: "Ruth Marasek" <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>, "Jane
 Murray" <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
Subject: Grandview flooding


During the torrential rains on Tuesday evening, Grandview
 became flooded again. We noticed that the runoff from
 twenty-fifth street did not reach the sewer in the middle of
 the intersection, but made a turn south at the southeast
 corner of 25th and Grandview.
This flooding was partially caused by the residents of
 Grandview. I told Councilmen Saddler and Kalb after the
 last council meeting that I watched my neighbors’ lawn
 services blowing their grass clippings into the street. The
 first sewer on the southeast side of the intersection of 25th


 and Grandview was almost completely blocked by grass
 clippings and straw. When the drip sewer was in front of
 our house we [my wife and I] would be certain is was
 clean, sometimes clearing it in the middle of a storm.
 Unfortunately, I even witnessed one resident sweeping
 debris into the sewer.
Perhaps, the city might send out some letters to the same
 residents they provided updates on the construction
 advising them not to blow grass clippings into the streets
 or sweep debris into the sewers.
Thanks,
Larry & Loretta Essman
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From: Jane Murray
To: Derek Allen; Councilmember Gene Meadows
Cc: Kevin E. Johnson; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Rich Saddler; Larry Essman; Sudhir Desai; Ruth Marasek; Brenda


 Mccane; Debra Atkinson; Sue Zoellner; Amy Sand; Robert Forrey; Alan Barlow; Janice Shanks; Hedman, Susan;
 Hyde, Tinka; Prichard, Gary; Teresa Kelly; Kaplan, Robert


Subject: Re: Location of Telemetry Equipment & More Parking Being Built at SOMC - typo
Date: Monday, August 31, 2015 1:39:29 PM


Sorry, in my haste...I meant to say, "...not just the city council."


See below highlighted.


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
To: Derek Allen <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>; Councilmember Gene Meadows
 <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com> 
Cc: Kevin E. Johnson <kevine1954@hotmail.com>; Kevin W.W. Johnson
 <kwwj@roadrunner.com>; Rich Saddler <rich@saddler.me>; Larry Essman
 <lessman@roadrunner.com>; Sudhir Desai <sudhirvdesai@aol.com>; Ruth Marasek
 <ruthmarasek1@msn.com>; Brenda Mccane <brendamccane@yahoo.com>; Debra Atkinson
 <dmalas18@yahoo.com>; Sue Zoellner <shadowz05@aol.com>; Amy Sand
 <asand477@gmail.com>; Robert Forrey <robert.rforr1@gmail.com>; Alan Barlow
 <agbarlow@frontier.com>; Janice Shanks <janiceshanks@yahoo.com>; Susan Hedman
 <hedman.susan@epa.gov>; Tinka G. Hyde <hyde.tinka@epa.gov>; Gary Prichard
 <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; Teresa Kelly <kellymiel1000@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 1:37 PM
Subject: Location of Telemetry Equipment & More Parking Being Built at SOMC


City Manager Allen:


1. Please answer the questions below. I checked the basin site on Grandview
 and there is NO telemetry equipment as required in the Strand Facilities Plan
 of April 2013 incorporated by reference into the AOC with the U.S. EPA.
 Where is it?


I might add that this was an operational requirement placed into effect by U.S.
 EPA in 2008 following the massive backups we suffered.


No matter this is not a request under the strict interpretation of the Open
 Records Act, you still have an obligation to the public here in Portsmouth to
 answer such a vital question. You were hired by City Council and your salary
 and benefits are paid by we the taxpayers and residents of the city. You work
 for the public, not justthe city council.


We are also those who've suffered most these past 18 years with respect to
 combined sewer backups into our homes from inaction, wrong
 action, incompetence, and neglect by former mayors, city council members
 and staff of the city.
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2. You, Rick Duncan and Strand & Associates are trying to blame us, the
 victims, and are again trying to get all the residents in the affected area to
 remove  downspouts from our foundation drains. Some of us removed them
 years ago.


Yet, NOTHING has been required in the way of retrofitting at SOMC and
 Hillview. And now, SOMC announced they are building more parking at the
 top of their hill! I drove by it today and it is a lovely, sloping and wooded site
 with workers lunching under the shade trees.


So, under the provisions of the OH Open Records Act, please provide us a
 PDF copy of the drainage plans for this parking and evidence of compliance
 with the city's Storm Water laws and the AOC signed with the U.S. EPA.


Thank you for your attention to these requests. On behalf of myself and
 dozens of we homeowners.


M. Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Jane <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>
To: Derek Allen <dallen@portsmouthoh.org>; Councilmember Gene Meadows
 <councilmembermeadows@gmail.com> 
Cc: Kevin E. Johnson <kevine1954@hotmail.com>; Kevin W.W. Johnson
 <kwwj@roadrunner.com>; Rich Saddler <rich@saddler.me>; Larry Essman
 <lessman@roadrunner.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2015 3:41 PM
Subject: Re: location of telemetry equipment


You failed to answer my question regarding the telemetry equipment. 
1. Is it currently operating? Yes or no.
2. If yes, where is it located?


M. Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray


On Aug 27, 2015, at 10:54 AM, Jane Murray
 <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> wrote:
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Mr. Allen:


The 2014 Sewer Separation Plan called for the telemetry
 equipment at the corner of Grandview and 23rd Street to
 be relocated to the rear of the site of the underground
 storage basin on Grandview. However, the equipment was
 located there during construction and then removed.


Please inform us as to its current location. Is it currently
 operating?


Thank you.


Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Derek Allen; John Haas
Cc: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Ruth Marasek; Kevin E. Johnson;


 Brenda Mccane; Robert Forrey; Janice Shanks; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Sue Zoellner; Rich Saddler; Hyde, Tinka;
 Hedman, Susan; Vicci Felts; Donna Voorheis; Amy Sand; Alan Barlow; Jeff Dempsey; Jennifer Witte; Kaplan,
 Robert; Debra Atkinson; Tom Lowe; Tom Fitzgerald; JoAnn Owens; Kathy Lane; Teresa Kelly;
 jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov; Sandi Lawyer; Tiffany T. Shanks; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov


Subject: Re: Open Records Request
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:36:32 PM


Mr. Allen:


I received the photos and videos. Thank you.


As to the requests on the telemetry equipment, surely you and Mr. Haas are not
 refusing to tell us residents about the telemetry equipment, if it has been replaced
 and where it is located, or if you intend to replace it and where even if Mr. Haas
 believes my requests do not technically meet the requirements of the Ohio Open
 Records Law.


You may or may not know how important this particular piece of equipment is. It was
 required by the U.S. EPA in October 2008 to protect us from basement backups. It
 has been the only device (and previous to its installation the operators watching
 weather radar and taking appropriate action at the wastewater plant) that has saved
 us since that time when there has been intense rainfall.


The telemetry equipment is required by the AOC and was located on a site map in the
 Facilities Plan noted below. Workers were observed by Mr. Marasek when it was
 relocated from the Southeast corner of Grandview & 23rd Street to the Southwest
 corner of the new retention basin constructed by the city on Grandview next to the
 Marask's property. Mr. Marasek then observed it being removed.


As I noted in my initial inquiries some weeks ago, it had not been replaced. We
 merely wish to know if you have put it elsewhere, where that might be, if you intend
 to replace it, where and when. We already know it was removed prior to the July 14
 rain event.


So, again, we seek the above information irrespective of it being an "official" open
 record per the definition of the Ohio Revised Code.


Perhaps an email exists between Mr. Duncan and Strand or email you received
 regard this issue. In any event, please let us know about this very valuable tool
 implemented prior to your arrival that has aided in our protection.


Sincerely,


M. Jane Murray, M.A.
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M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:02 PM
Subject: RE: Open Records Request


Dear Ms. Jan Murray:
 
Regarding your public records request:
 


1.        I will be emailing you the pictures and videos taken by city personnel
 of the flooding in the Grandview area on Tuesday, July 14, 2015.  It will
 include all pictures and videos taken by city personnel. They will be
 contained in several emails because the size of the email file would be too
 large to send in one email.


 
2.       This appears to be a question in the form of a statement rather than a
 public records request.  Please identify a document or documents that you
 are requesting via the public records law.
 
3.       This is a question and does not specify a document for your public
 records request. Please identify a document or documents that you are
 requesting via the public records law.
 


Sincerely,
 
Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM
City Manager
 


From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 2:22 PM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>; John Haas
 <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org>
Cc: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; Sudhir Desai
 <desai.sudhir@epa.gov>; Larry Essman <lessman@roadrunner.com>
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Gentlemen:
 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me
 the following:
 
1. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview
 Area on Tuesday, July 14, 2015.
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2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in
 the Facilities Plan adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loan
 documents by and between the OH EPA.
 
3. If telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be and where
 will it be installed?
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
 
M. Jane Murray, M.A. 
 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jeff Dempsey
To: Jane Murray
Cc: Derek Allen; John Haas; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Ruth


 Marasek; Kevin E. Johnson; Brenda Mccane; Robert Forrey; Janice Shanks; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Sue Zoellner;
 Rich Saddler; Hyde, Tinka; Hedman, Susan; Vicci Felts; Donna Voorheis; Amy Sand; Alan Barlow; Jennifer Witte;
 Kaplan, Robert; Debra Atkinson; Tom Lowe; Tom Fitzgerald; JoAnn Owens; Kathy Lane; Teresa Kelly;
 jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov; Sandi Lawyer; Tiffany T. Shanks


Subject: Re: Open Records Request
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2015 6:56:14 AM


Jane,


I do believe that you and Carly Fiorina have a lot in common!  One in particular is corrupted
 bureaucracy!  If government isn't for the people then, it's not by the people!


Sincerely,
Jeff Dempsey


Sent from my iPhone


On Sep 23, 2015, at 4:35 PM, Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> wrote:


Mr. Allen:


I received the photos and videos. Thank you.


As to the requests on the telemetry equipment, surely you and Mr. Haas
 are not refusing to tell us residents about the telemetry equipment, if it
 has been replaced and where it is located, or if you intend to replace it
 and where even if Mr. Haas believes my requests do not technically meet
 the requirements of the Ohio Open Records Law.


You may or may not know how important this particular piece of
 equipment is. It was required by the U.S. EPA in October 2008 to protect
 us from basement backups. It has been the only device (and previous to
 its installation the operators watching weather radar and taking
 appropriate action at the wastewater plant) that has saved us since that
 time when there has been intense rainfall.


The telemetry equipment is required by the AOC and was located on a
 site map in the Facilities Plan noted below. Workers were observed by
 Mr. Marasek when it was relocated from the Southeast corner of
 Grandview & 23rd Street to the Southwest corner of the new retention
 basin constructed by the city on Grandview next to the Marask's property.
 Mr. Marasek then observed it being removed.


As I noted in my initial inquiries some weeks ago, it had not been
 replaced. We merely wish to know if you have put it elsewhere, where
 that might be, if you intend to replace it, where and when. We already
 know it was removed prior to the July 14 rain event.
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So, again, we seek the above information irrespective of it being an
 "official" open record per the definition of the Ohio Revised Code.


Perhaps an email exists between Mr. Duncan and Strand or email you
 received regard this issue. In any event, please let us know about this
 very valuable tool implemented prior to your arrival that has aided in our
 protection.


Sincerely,


M. Jane Murray, M.A.


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com


From: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas
 <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 
Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:02 PM
Subject: RE: Open Records Request


Dear Ms. Jan Murray:
 
Regarding your public records request:
 


1.        I will be emailing you the pictures and videos taken by
 city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview area on
 Tuesday, July 14, 2015.  It will include all pictures and videos
 taken by city personnel. They will be contained in several
 emails because the size of the email file would be too large to
 send in one email.


 
2.       This appears to be a question in the form of a statement
 rather than a public records request.  Please identify a
 document or documents that you are requesting via the public
 records law.
 
3.       This is a question and does not specify a document for
 your public records request. Please identify a document or
 documents that you are requesting via the public records law.
 


Sincerely,
 
Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM
City Manager
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From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 2:22 PM
To: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org>; John Haas
 <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org>
Cc: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; Sudhir Desai
 <desai.sudhir@epa.gov>; Larry Essman <lessman@roadrunner.com>
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Gentlemen:
 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please
 provide me the following:
 
1. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the
 Grandview Area on Tuesday, July 14, 2015.
 
2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with
 U.S. EPA and in the Facilities Plan adopted by the city pursuant to
 that plan and loan documents by and between the OH EPA.
 
3. If telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be
 and where will it be installed?
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
 
M. Jane Murray, M.A. 
 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Cc: Councilmember Gene Meadows; Larry Essman; Robert Forrey; Ruth Marasek
Subject: SOMC more parking
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 12:16:34 PM
Attachments: Southern Ohio Medical Center new parking structure 2015.pdf


Gentlemen:


Attached are photos of the denuding of the hillside where SOMC is building yet more
 parking. In one photo, you see surface parking adjacent to the site. In another photo,
 you see a parking structure across the street from the site. Note the slope of the
 street. It drains to east and the combined sewers and our basements as it did July 14
 of this year.


The OH EPA suggested to the city some 15 years ago, and since, that the SOMC
 storm water drainage be directed to the wooded depression area to the south side of
 the hospital. But NOTHING was required by the city of the hosptalin the way of this
 plan. The response was that "It's our largest employer."


Now the Strand/city plan which the Agency approved as part of the AOC includes the
 acquisition of this southern wooded site (which has already occurred) but once again
 does not plan to require SOMC to retrofit/redirect and current or future impervious
 surface drainage to this wooded basin. Why was this not required by Barbara Vantil
 in her tenure on the project? What the heck is being drained to it anyway except the
 natural drainage that has always drained to it?


We request that you now require the city to direct the hospital's current and all future
 construction drainage to the wooded basin or otherwise maintain it on site and
 release at a slow rate that you require. We wish to see construction documents and
 engineering engineer's certification.


We also request that you require the city/Strand to require retrofitting of the SOMC
 and Hillview Retirement Center storm water runoff as the July 14, 2015 demonstrates
 must occur to protect life, heath and property of the area residents.


We await your reply.


Sincerely,


Jane Murray


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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Southern Ohio Medical Center 
September 2015 



New Parking Structure Photos 
 



 
 



 











 
 



 













From: Jane Murray
To: Hedman, Susan; Kaplan, Robert; Hyde, Tinka; Maraldo, Dean; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Fred Snell; Derek


 Allen
Cc: Councilmember Gene Meadows; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Kevin E. Johnson; Rich Saddler; Larry Essman; Robert


 Forrey; Ruth Marasek; Brenda Mccane; Janice Shanks; Vicci Felts; Sue Zoellner; Donna Voorheis; Debra
 Atkinson; Travis Smith; Tiffany T. Shanks; Tom Lowe; M. Trent Williams; Alan Barlow; Harald Daub;
 rduncan1@falcon1.net; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov


Subject: Sewer Backups into our homes
Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 12:26:41 PM
Attachments: Portsmouth LTCP Phased Approach 04162012 letter from US EPA to city.pdf


Portsmouth Ohio July 14 2015 storm aftermath.pdf


Dear Administrator Hedman and others:


We residents have tried for years to get the city to enforce storm water regulations
 and devise and build projects to prevent sewers (combined in Portsmouth) from
 backing up in our houses . . . to no avail. Some people have suffered repeated
 backups since 1997. This is sewage and a direct violation of law. For many (22
 houses and counting) we had combined sewer backups into our basements on
 Tuesday, July 14, 2015.


Yet the Portsmouth's city manager and others are trying to tell you and the pubic that
 it was, for the most part, clear water. This is NOT the case. We have attached photos
 and also refer you to Jane Murray's blog where you can see others (please scan
 down to see all):


http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/


The City's Long Term Control Plan, revised October 2010, was approved by the
 Agency in April 2011. Then, new staff member Barbara Vantil came on board and
 subsequently allowed the city to revise Phase 1 projects. The attached letter from
 Dean Maraldo clearly states the purpose of Phase 1 to include at number 2):
 "designing and implementing projects to prevent releases of sewage from the
 Combined Sewer System into basements, potentially including the use of green
 infrastructure to reduce clear-water flow into the system;"


While trying to make just 60+ households to remove downspouts from their
 foundation drains, the city did NOTHING to require the hospital (Southern OH
 Medical Center) to re-direct storm water from their impervious surfaces and, in fact,
 allowed them to build ANOTHER parking lot just prior to the city manager coming on
 board! This was a direct violation, we contend, of your requirements of the City as
 per your attached letter.


Likewise, Hillview Retirement Center built additional impervious surfaces and neither
 they, the hospital nor the National Guard Armory (which built a parking lot where
 historically cars parked on grass) were required to retrofit at all. Taking their massive
 "clear water" out of the sewers or at least reducing it would make a huge impact we
 contend.


There have been dozens and dozens of communications, plans, revised plans, etc.
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 over the years that it becomes quite dizzying for us, but we hope your staff will take
 the time to review the entire file and help us. Mr. Maraldo's statement in the attached
 letter does say it all we believe:


"Specifically, Portsmouth apparently has Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs) from the
 separate parts of the City of Portsmouth's sewer collections system and basement
 backups from the Combined Sewer System. Both SSOs and basement backups are
 strictly prohibited and unauthorized."


The operational directive put in place by former director Bramscher was the only thing
 that has saved us since 2008. Please require the city to reinstall the telemetry
 equipment that was part of this directive. The city took it down about one week
 before our July 12 horrible backups.


We will have more to communicate to you in the coming days and weeks.


Sincerely,


Ruth and Bob Marasek
Brenda McCane
Donna Voorheis
Larry Essman
Jane Murray


www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary
Cc: Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman
Subject: Telemetry equipment required by Facilities Plan, AOC and 208 Operational Plan
Date: Tuesday, September 01, 2015 2:04:09 PM


Hi Gary:


You no doubt saw my email to the city manager of Portsmouth dated yesterday. I
 cannot begin to tell you how catastrophic is was for we residents that the city
 removed the telemetry equipment from the drainage basin site on Grandview
 Avenue. The neighbor next to the site, Ruth Marasek, told me it was moved from
 across the street to the site and then it was removed from the site. It was not
 operational on the site on July 14, 2015 and it was still not there yesterday.


It is obvious to me that the city manager is attempting to play some legal game and
 not answer our questions as to the location of the equipment.


The equipment was installed in 2010 pursuant to Mr. Bramscher's operational
 directive dated October 2008. It is shown on the Site Plan submitted by the city to the
 Agency for compliance with the AOC.


1.Is the city in violation of the AOC by not having the equipment in operation?
2. Can you please send a notification to the city to reinstall the equipment with 15 or
 20 days?


The fall rains are approaching and we trust the city with absolutely nothing.


Sincerely,


Jane


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com



mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com

mailto:prichard.gary@epa.gov

mailto:desai.sudhir@epa.gov

mailto:lessman@roadrunner.com

http://www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/






From: Jane Murray
To: Vantil, Barbara; Maraldo, Dean
Cc: Hyde, Tinka; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Larry Essman; Bob Forrey; Ruth


 Marasek; Brenda McCane
Subject: Underground Retention Basin & Other AOC Compliance Issues
Date: Tuesday, July 07, 2015 3:48:55 PM


Barbara:


We have some questions for you regarding the build-out by the City to address the
 18-year old basement CSO back-up and its efforts to comply with the Agency’s AOC.


1. Has the City submitted engineering data to the Agency as requested regarding the
 smaller underground storage basin built on Grandview?


2. If so, what is the Agency’s determination regarding sufficiency to correct our
 basement flooding problems in the Gandview/Shawnee/25th Street area?


3. If the City has not submitted the required data, when will it be submitted?
4. The City had the telemetry equipment on Grandview Avenue at 23rd Street


 removed last week. Was this premature? What evidence is there that it should
 have been removed prior to the Agency’s determination regarding revised
 plans, smaller than proposed underground storage, etc.? For your information,
 this was installed in 2010 at the suggestion of the Agency and part of an
 operational directive. This was done to protect us and give advance warning to
 the plant operators that the system is reaching overload in our neighborhood.


5. We have asked for public meetings so that we can learn what has and is being
 done and so that we might ask questions. Our requests by the City have gone
 unanswered. In view of that, we once again request that the Agency hold a
 public meeting as soon as practicable so that we can learn, ask questions, and
 get definitive answers. We realize you can ask the City to attend and they will
 comply with your request.


6. As a result of last week’s rains, some in the neighborhood have experienced
 some minor basement backup. Others experienced seepage and overland
 storm water flooding. We are still contacting neighbors and will put together a
 more complete list; however, it must be stated that many of our more active
 neighbors who have had repeated massive backups for more than 18 years
 have moved and or died. We haven’t had time to establish contact with any
 new owners/residents. Also, last week's rain would not be categorized as a
 major event.


7. The storm water configurations on 25th Street and the confluence of 25th &
 Grandview have been drastically changed with the recent subsurface work and
 pavement resurfacing. Again, we have not been privy to information on the
 rationale or efficacy of such changes but question the outcome as Mr. & Mrs.
 Essman observed storm water running down 25th, bypassing the storm water
 drains and crashing into the street. Photos show that storm water grates were
 completely removed on 25th Street. There are NO surface drains except one at
 a fall-out to a 4# or so PVC pipe on the north side of 25th (and at residence)
 and one small round open drain at the 25th and Grandview intersection.


8. The hospital, SOMC Hospice & Laundry, Hillview Retirement Center, a private
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 doctor's office and other development has occurred in our neighborhood that
 does not comply with local ordinances & regulations and are not addressed, we
 believe, in the previous engineering calculations submitted by the City as part
 of the AOC. Have you since received these data?


9. The downspout removal program initiated by the city that affects ONLY some
 60+ residences in the area has been poorly and unevenly implemented. In fact,
 we contend, as Mr. Essman has repeatedly written, that this program has
 merely made the water seepage problem worse!


10. Also, no other retrofitting has been required by entities such as those noted in
 #8. Once again, in your review of compliance to the AOC we ask the Agency to
 review this so that we might understand and possibly seek redress.
Thank you for your attention to this request.


Jane Murray & Larry Essman


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Hedman, Susan; Hyde, Tinka; Kaplan, Robert; Maraldo, Dean; Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Councilmember


 Gene Meadows; Kevin E. Johnson; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Rich Saddler; Larry Essman
Subject: Video from home on Shawnee July 14, 2015 sewage backup
Date: Friday, July 31, 2015 4:57:33 PM


This is hard to believe. You must see it. Please refer to Portsmouth City Manager's
 statements in emails and otherwise that it was clear water and no backups in the
 2700 block of Shawnee. This house is four doors from mine.


http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/2015/07/you-wont-believe-your-
eyes.html


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
Subject: Wouldn"t the public love the facts
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 9:18:29 AM


So you will know what the PDTimes is parroting and what the facts are. Did they
 publish ANY photos of what we suffered July 14, 2015? The answer is NO!


Council members, get the facts. We need you to do that:


http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/


 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Subject: city photos from July 14, 2015 basement backups
Date: Monday, September 28, 2015 12:26:43 PM


Hi Gary & Sudhir:


I posted many of the photos I received from the city last week. This may be easier to
 review:


http://wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com/2015/09/some-photos-taken-by-
city-employees-and.html


Also, I received a reply to information on the new parking being built by SOMC that
 will run off into our streets & sewers. I'll forward that to you with some questions as
 soon as I've had time to read and reflect.


Thank you.


Jane
 
M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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From: Jane Murray
To: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir
Cc: Larry Essman; Ruth Marasek; Robert Forrey
Subject: new parking added to SOMC
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 4:22:05 PM


Gary and Sudhir:


At a time when U.S. EPA is looking at enforcement with respect to Portsmouth's
 NPDES Permit and requirements under the AOC, the hospital that has added the
 huge volumes of storm water and the real creator of the residents sewer backup
 problems in our neighborhood is denuding a hill in preparation of building more
 parking uphill from us. How can this happen?


Here is some text and the link:


“We’re in the process of building a new parking lot on the west side of our facility
 along Sherman Road that will be about 200 spaces. This will alleviate congestion in
 the parking garages and on that side of campus,” Clark said. The contractor on this
 project will be Solid Rock Construction and is slated to be complete in the fall of
 2015.
http://portsmouth-dailytimes.com/news/2253/somc-projects-progressing


We believe the city may be in violation of the AOC and NPDES permit if they are not
 requiring the hospital to comply with the city's storm water regulations as well. Since
 we have gotten no response to our Open Records request from the city manager and
 since you are the enforcement agency, we are asking that you respond to our
 concerns prior to the structure being built.


Thank you.


Jane


M. Jane Murray
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogspot.com
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